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Native Americans

A PBL+MM for 2nd Grade 

SOL 2.2 Social Studies

Designed by 

Mary Butterworth

butterwortmj@vcu.edu

ASSIGNMENT
Native Americans played a very important role in the development of our country.  Your assignment is to discover what some of those contributions were and how they influenced our society.  You will be working in groups to complete a Native American project focusing on three specific tribes: Sioux, Powhatan and Pueblo.

PLAN

Step 1:

The teacher will break the class up into three groups. The groups will use the KWHL chart to brainstorm ideas about Native Americans.  The students will discuss what they already know about Native Americans and what they want to learn about them.  

Step 2:

Your group will use the Internet to answer questions about Native Americans. Be sure to answer the questions in complete sentences.

Step 3:

The entire class will watch an I-movie about Native Americans that shows the similarities and differences between the tribes.  Each student will take notes so they can report back to their individual groups.

Step 4:

As a group, the students will use the Venn diagram to illustrate the similarities and differences among the three tribes.

Step 5:

Each group will select a tribe they want to represent.  They will complete a group project and present it to the class.

SCHEDULE

Day 1:

Once the class has been divided into three groups, the students will brainstorm ideas about Native Americans using the KWHL chart.  

Day 2:

Each group will work cooperatively to answer a list of questions.  Those questions must be answered in complete sentences.  The students will be given a list of websites they can use to find the correct answers.  

Day 3:

After the entire class watches an I-movie about Native Americans, the students will rejoin their respective groups and discuss their observations.

Day 4:

Each group will explain the similarities and differences between the three tribes using the Venn diagram.

Day 5 through 10:

After selecting the tribe they want to represent, each group will complete the assigned project.  While working on their projects, each group will take pictures documenting the steps they took to complete the assignment.

Day 11:

Each group will present their project to the class.  Grades will be determined according to the rubic.

PROJECT

This is a small group project that will take two weeks to compete. At the conclusion of this assignment, the students will be able to answer the question “how did Native Americans influence our society?’  After selecting the tribe they want to represent, each group will choose a project from the following list:

1. Use a poster board to show where your Native American tribe lived.  The map should be labeled to included climate, plant life and food sources.

2. Build a totem pole out of clay.  Be sure to attach index cards that talk about your tribes’ homes, jobs, transportation and climate.

3. Use construction paper to fashion a vest complete with at least four ornaments that say something about your tribe.

Questions:

1. The Sioux Indians frequently held an important ceremony called the ‘ghost dance.’

What was the purpose of that dance?

2. Name the famous battle where General George Custer and his cavalry were defeated by the Sioux Indians.

3. Name the three Sioux dialects.

4. What does the word Powhatan mean in Indian?

5. Who was Pocahontas and who did she marry?

Use the following websites to answer the above questions

http://www.sonofthesouth.net/union-generals/custer/custers-last-stand.htm
http://www.mnsu.edu/emuseum/cultural/northamerica/sioux.html
http://www.slu.edu/classes/CS-150/CSJK160.Spring.97/Project.2/hebel/SIOUX~1.HTM
http://oz.plymouth.edu/~Its/wilderness/Amerinds/powhatan.html
http://www.fcps.k12.va.us/OakViewES/cassella/virginia/history/indians/
ASSESSMENT
See the two attached rubrics.

I

MULTIMEDIA PRESENTATION AND EVALUATION

CREDITS & REFERENCES

List additional references or resources that you may have used or suggested.
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Adapted from a template from the WebQuest Page.  Updated Spring 2006.
