SPRING BREAK FUN

A PBL + MM for World Geography, English, and Math

Designed by: Carla Henderson

chenderson0720@aol.com or ringquistcj@vcu.edu
SOL Objectives:

MAT.7.16, HSS.10.1, HSS.10.3, HSS.10.4, HSS.10.10, HSS.10.13, E/W.10.1, E/W.10.4, E/W.10.7, E/W.10.10
QUESTION

Ever since the beginning of school last year, your Geography club has been working hard to raise enough money for a trip during Spring Break (April 10-17, 2004).  Yesterday, your class counted up the money and you all have raised $50,000 for the trip!  With 16 students in your club, the teacher, and 3 chaperones, that means you have $2,500 to spend per person to take a trip.  The only catch is that you must relate your trip to something pertaining to the Geography SOLs.  To get the least expensive trip, your teacher has recommended that you also use one of the three web site companies to book your trip:

www.expedia.com
www.travelocity.com
www.orbitz.com
How do you plan this vacation and relate it to SOL objectives?

PLAN

Your club has narrowed down the areas that they are interested in visiting.  They are interested in taking a trip to Kenya, Tokyo, London, or Cancun.  Your teacher has broken your club up into 4 groups of 4 people and your task is to research one of the four places and find out: 

(1) How much the trip would cost per person (including airfare, hotel, and the price of at least 4 different activities such as tours, museum visits, concerts, plays, etc.), 

(2) Why the place would be the best one to visit in regards to climate, culture, food, customs, and currency,  

(3) What (if anything) you must do before you go (get a passport, get shots, etc), and the process for doing so, and 

(4) How the location pertains to SOL objectives.

PROCESS/SCHEDULE

The first step would be to find out how much it would cost to take the trip (per person) and who the most inexpensive company is to use.  Your group will also research various activities that your group could do and the cost of each activity.  Three people will research the recommended sites (and any other reputable travel sites they choose) and one person will record the information they find. Finding out the entire cost of the trip and four activities to do while there should take the group three days.  

The second step would be to find out specifics about your location.  At least six different web sites should be used to research information on each location.  The web sites of each location should be listed in the notes, along with all of the information that is found on that particular web site.  Tree diagrams must be used to illustrate research findings about each particular location.  Researching the location and diagramming your research should take approximately one week.

The third step would be to use the information found previously to find out if any special steps need to be taken into consideration before going on the trip.  It would definitely not be good to find out that a passport is required to visit a country the day that your group is supposed to leave for the trip!  Also, make sure that all timelines are listed so that the group knows how far in advance things need to be done.  This is important so that everyone gets things done in a timely manner.  Researching travel requirements should take approximately three days.

The fourth step would be to find out what SOL objectives pertain to the location of your choice and to support your group’s reason for visiting that location.  Finding the SOL objectives should take one day.

The fifth step would be to write a report about everything that you learned while doing your research.  The report should include an appendix section that contains all the notes that you took, web sites you researched, literature that you reviewed, and any other information that supports your research findings.  Writing the report and making the appendix section may take approximately one week.

The sixth step would be to make a multimedia presentation displaying your location and all of the information that you found.  This may be in the form of a commercial, PowerPoint presentation, newscast, or any other multimedia method that your group chooses to use.  The presentation must be persuasive enough to convince the majority of the club members to go.  Creating the presentation may take two weeks.

	ASSIGNMENT TIME FRAME

	Steps
	Assignment
	Length of Time

	1st Step
	Find out how much the entire trip would cost per person.


	3 days

	2nd Step
	Research specifics about the location.


	1 week

	3rd Step
	Research travel requirements about the location (i.e. the need for immunizations or passports) and list specifics.
	3 days

	4th Step
	Find SOL objectives that pertain to your location and the activities that your class will do while you’re on the trip.
	1 day



	5th Step
	Write a report that ties up all the research that you completed and attach an appendix section at the end.
	1 week

	6th Step
	Create a multimedia presentation.


	2 weeks


RESOURCES

Your group may use travel brochures, encyclopedias, almanacs, journals, travel magazines, or any other type of pertinent literature that provides reliable information about the location you are researching.

Web sites that your group may use include, but are not limited to:

Sites on how to conduct research and write papers:

Researching a subject
More information on researching and writing papers
Sites on how to evaluate web site information:

Evaluating web sites
Criteria and tools for evaluating web sites
Criteria for evaluating web sites in the classroom
Students guide to research on the World Wide Web
Web search strategies
Citing online sources
Sites on locations:

	Kenya
	Tokyo
	London
	Cancun

	Kenya Tourist Board
	Tokyo Food Page
	London Attractions
	Cancun Attractions

	Consular Info Sheet
	Guide to Tokyo
	London Travel Guide
	Travel Tips

	Hotels and Attractions
	Tokyo Travel Guide
	Virtual London
	Travel Guide


Sites on SOL Objectives and their purpose:

Virginia SOL Information
SOLs
Sites on writing persuasive reports:

Tips on writing a persuasive paper
Writing argumentative essays
Writing persuasive papers
Sites on elements of good multimedia presentations:

How to make a PowerPoint multimedia presentation
How to make a web page
Designing and Delivering multimedia presentations
PURPOSE

The purpose of this activity is to have students come to a mutual decision about what place they should visit during Spring Break.  Students will be separated into different groups to research four different geographical areas.  Then, they will utilize various types of research materials to find out information about their chosen location.  After compiling the information, students will write a report and create a multimedia presentation persuading classmates to choose their location for the Spring Break trip. 

ASSESSMENT

As a result of this project, students will… 

· Work in small groups to complete a project.

· Learn how to research potential vacation locations.

· Be exposed to four different geographical locations.  

· Use the Internet for pleasure, as well as for educational purposes.  

· Utilize various types of media (i.e. journals, magazines, encyclopedias, travel brochures, almanacs, etc.).

· Research SOL objectives and learn how they may pertain to everyday situations.

· Compile notes to write a persuasive report.

· Create a captivating and persuasive multimedia presentation.

MULTIMEDIA CRITERIA & EVALUATION

The multimedia presentation will be a compilation of the group’s research, while presenting the information in an informative and persuasive manner.  Pictures, data, and graphs must be relevant to the geographical location, and it must be captivating to the audience.  Students will use their research, writing, and organization skills to design a creative multimedia presentation for their peers.
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