College Preparatory Essay Writing

A PBL+MM for 10th Grade 

10.1 The student will participate in a report on small-group learning activities.

10.4 The student will read and interpret informational materials.

10.7 The student will develop a variety of writing, with an emphasis on exposition.

10.8 The student will edit writing for correct grammar, capitalization, punctuation, spelling, sentence structure, and paragraphing.

10.10 The student will use writing to interpret, analyze, and evaluate ideas.

10.11 The student will collect, evaluate, organize, and present information.
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QUESTION

In a college-preparatory environment, the objective is for the students to develop the skills necessary to succeed in college.  Unfortunately, many college professors lament that students arrive their freshman year unable to compose an organized and coherent essay.  Therefore, our goal is to research, using a variety of methods, what essay writing skills college professors want a student to have upon arrival in their first college course.

This project is all about trying to avoid looking like this upon writing your first college essay:









and looking more like this:



PLAN

1. You will be asked to work with a partner.  You may select your own partner from the class.

2. In order to plan our research, we first need to brainstorm about your current knowledge on essay writing and what you think is required of a college-level essay.  You and your partner should print a KWHL form and complete the first three sections.

3. Well, how will you learn what you need to know?  Make a list of potential resources.

4. Your final presentation will be a PowerPoint presentation showing your classmates 
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What is required of a college level essay
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The process to follow when writing an essay for college

5. Using a timeline, brainstorm what steps will be required in order for you to complete your project.  This timeline must be approved by the teacher before moving on to the next step.

6. Using a calendar, plan your group’s deadlines so that your work will be completed by the final deadline.

7. You and your partner will keep an organized folder for all materials including the following:
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Brainstorming (KWHL form),
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List of resources, 
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Interview notes and copies of emails from interviews, 
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Deadline calendars/timelines,
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Etc.  

This folder will be turned in at the end of the project.

SCHEDULE

The final presentations will be on Friday, May 26.

All deadlines are listed on the calendar.

PROJECT

You and your partner will find out what it takes to be a successful college essay writer!  You will do this by asking your high school teachers as well as college professors what they want to see in a well-written essay.  You will use composition textbooks and websites about essay writing to help you gather information.  Finally you will design and present a PowerPoint presentation to the class showing your findings, including a “how-to” on writing college essays.

ASSESSMENT

	
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Resources
	The group used at least five print resources, 10 electronic resources, and four interviews to collect information.
	The group used two resources fewer than required.
	The group used four resources fewer than required or did not use all three types of resources.
	The group used six resources fewer than required or used only one type of resource.

	Working in group
	The students almost always listen to, share with, and support the efforts each other. They try to work well together.
	The students usually listen to, share with, and support the efforts of each other. 
	The students often listen to, share with, and support the efforts of each other, but sometimes are not good team members.
	The students rarely listen to, share with, and support the efforts of each other. They are often not good team players.

	Follow the process assigned
	The following is completed on schedule:  KWHL, resource list, calendar, four interviews, rough draft, and final presentation
	Six of the eight deadlines are met.
	Four of the eight deadlines are met or one step was skipped.
	Fewer than four of the deadlines were met or more than one of the steps were skipped.


MULTIMEDIA PRESENTATION AND EVALUATION

	
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Multimedia Elements
	PowerPoint presentation includes text, sound, graphics, and animation.  There are no technical problems during the presentation.
	PowerPoint presentation includes three of the multimedia elements.  There are few technical problems during the presentation.
	PowerPoint presentation includes two of the multimedia elements.  There are some technical problems that affect the presentation’s effectiveness.
	PowerPoint presentation includes only one of the multimedia elements, or PowerPoint program is not used for presentation.  There are many technical problems that seriously interfere with the effectiveness of the presentation.

	Appearance
	All seven of the following characteristics are present:  Fonts are used in a consistent manner, titles and headings are easy to distinguish, text is easy to read, graphics are easy to see, background and transitions are not distracting, sounds and music are easy to hear, the slides look neat
	At least five of the characteristics are present.
	At least three of the characteristics are present.
	Fewer than three of the characteristics are present.

	Organization
	Ideas are organized in a meaningful and logical way.  Topics and subtopics are fully explained.  A title slide and table of contents slide are included.  A bibliography slide is used and formatted correctly.
	Ideas are organized in a meaningful way.  Topics and subtopics are explained, but are lacking in some areas.  A title slide or table of contents is included.  A bibliography slide is used but is formatted incorrectly.
	Ideas are organized but not in a manner that allows for flow of information.  Topics and subtopics are clear but not explained.  A title slide or table of contents slide is included.  An incomplete bibliography slide is used.
	Ideas do not appear to be organized.  Topics and subtopics are not clear.  There is neither a title slide nor a table of contents slide.  No bibliography slide is used.

	Content
	Presentation includes at least 10 characteristics of a college-level essay.  Presentation includes a detailed process to follow when writing an essay.
	Presentation includes at least eight characteristics of a college-level essay.  Presentation includes a process to follow when writing an essay, but the process lacks important elements.
	Presentation includes at least six characteristics of a college-level essay.  Presentation includes a process to follow when writing an essay, but the process lacks most of the important elements.
	Presentation includes fewer than six characteristics of a college-level essay.  Presentation does not include a process to follow when writing an essay.

	Proofreading
	Grammar, spelling, capitalization, and sentence structure are used correctly in the text of the presentation.  There are no spelling errors.
	There are one or two errors in the text of the presentation.
	There are three or four errors in the text of the presentation.
	There are more than four errors in the text of the presentation.
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http://www.gc.maricopa.edu/English/essay/
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Adapted from a template from the WebQuest Page.  Updated Spring 2003.
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