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  QUESTION

We have been asked to fill the school’s four flowerbeds by the playground.  In the past, these beds were used to grow trees to plant along the James River and now that they have been planted, the beds are empty.  It’s our job to decide what plants should be planted and how the beds will be taken care of during the year.  With a little bit of research and planning, we will be “Growing Great Gardens!”
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PLAN

As a class we will use the KWHL chart, storyboard, and timeline to decide what is the best way for us to go about making plans for the garden.  Once that is complete, we will break off into our cooperative groups to tackle the project.  The groups will be named according to the parts of a plant (roots, stem, leaf, flower, and seed).  Our plan will also have to include a way to fund the project. 
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SCHEDULE

Day 1- Complete the KWHL chart as a class and assign groups. Brainstorm ideas for funding and help with planting the garden.  Footage for the iMovie begins and is part of each day’s learning.  

Day 2-5- Each cooperative group will research a part of the garden.  


*Edible plants


*Non-edible plants


*Trees


*Perennials


*Annuals

When researching, you will need to find the following information that will be used in your HyperStudio stack:

-Find the basic needs of a plant (food, water, air, light, and a place to grow).

-Find the basic parts of a plant and what the part does (roots, stem, leaf, flower, seed, and fruit).

-Find why animals, including people, need plants.

-Find basic information for your particular topic area that will be shared with the class.

Day 6- Meet as a class to share findings. 

Day 7-9- Begin funding ideas.

Day 10- Write letter to Strange’s for donations and field trip arrangements to see and purchase plants.  Write letter to PTA for monetary donation.  Write letters to mail order plant suppliers for catalogues to provide pictures, plant information and prices.  Write letters to parents to ask for assistance in baking.  Write letters to local grocery stores for donation of baking supplies.  

Day 11-17- Work on HyperStudio stacks with cooperative groups and prepare bulletin board outside the cafeteria to show the anticipated garden in map form.  Prepare for the bake sale at the Faculty Kickball game to raise extra money for plants. 

Day 18- Sell baked goods at our Annual Faculty Kickball game.  All students will help by working on a shift schedule.  

Day 20- Travel to Strange’s to get donated plants as well as ones bought with raised money and donated money from the PTA.

Day 21-22- Begin planting garden with the help of students, parents, and principals.  This will be done on a school day as well as a Saturday to get all of the planting completed.  The students will sign up for a time on Saturday to come with their parents. 

Day 23- Thank you notes are written and include details of the project.  

Day 24- A schedule is written by the class to make sure the garden is cared for and used appropriately.

Two weeks later…The iMovie is shared with the school as part of the morning announcements.  The children will each be given a copy to keep the memory alive even more!   
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PROJECT

After completing the KWHL chart as a class and discussing ways to fund the project, the students will begin their research in cooperative groups.  Their research must include the first grade SOL’s on plants.  They will use the listed web sites, books and videos from our media center, any materials they might have at home, and parent experts to gather information on their chosen section of the garden. The five sections of the garden are:  edible plants, non-edible plants, trees, perennials, and annuals.  The information will be recorded on a class-generated research sheet.  Also, letters will be written to several mail order catalogue sources for free catalogues that will provide information on plants as well as garden layout ideas. *  This information will be used in creating a HyperStudio stack and the school bulletin board, showing the anticipated garden in map form.  (First-grade map skills will be utilized in this part of the project.)

Once the research is completed, we will meet as a class to share our findings.  Each group must decide how they want to share their information.  One person from each research group will become part of an “Expert” cooperative group that will create a HyperStudio stack of all of the gathered information.  Stacks must include the first-grade SOL objectives for plants.  Each page should have an animation element in order to qualify as a multimedia presentation.

The students will brainstorm ideas for funding the project.  Some possibilities are:  plant donations from Strange’s, money from the PTA, and a bake sale at the  Annual Faculty  Kickball Game.  Letters for help will be sent to parents (time and energy for help with baking), the PTA, local grocery store (donated ingredients for bake sale),  and Strange’s Nursery.*  The bake sale will be advertised through flyers, posters, the PTA newsletter and morning announcements.

*There will be at least five letters sent, so each group can choose which letter(s) they would like to write.

A field trip to Strange’s will be planned by the students in order to purchase and receive the plants they will use in their garden.

As one of the final activities, we will return from our trip to Strange’s, and place the plants according to our bulletin board map of the garden.  At this point, we will reassess our plan and make adjustments as necessary.   Using information gathered from the parental responses, the students will prepare and follow a planting schedule.

From their research, students will know the life-needs of their plants and will prepare a schedule for maintaining their garden.    

Thank-you notes will be written to all who helped us complete our project.   Digital pictures as well as highlights of the project will be included in these notes.

Using student suggestions, the teacher will prepare the iMovie to be shared as part of morning announcements and the next PTA meeting.  A copy of the movie will be given to any community businesses that helped support our project and each child in the class.
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ASSESSMENT

See the three attached rubrics for evaluation.  

*Rubric 1- Research Evaluation

*Rubric 2- Multimedia Evaluation

*Rubric 3- Self/Group Evaluation
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MULTIMEDIA PRESENTATION AND EVALUATION

*HyperStudio Stack…Your stack needs to have the following information and at least one animation on each page:

-Tell the basic needs of a plant (food, water, air, light, and a place to grow).

-Tell the basic parts of a plant and what the part does (roots, stem, leaf, flower, seed, and fruit).

-Tell why animals, including people, need plants.

-Classify plants as flowering and non-flowering.


-Classify plants that are edible and some that are not.

-In a paragraph, share the process and draw several pictures to go along with it.  

*iMovie…An iMovie will be created to show the entire project from start to finish.  This will be done by the teacher with ideas and editing done with the help of the students. [image: image7.png]Sopae '
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CREDITS & REFERENCES

Websites:

http://www.raw-connections.com/garden/index.htm
*Gives information regarding planning, planting, keeping the plants healthy, and choosing plants for your garden.

http://www.urbanext.uiuc.edu/firstgarden/
*Shows the basics for getting a garden started. Also has an area for showing off your finished products.

http://www.thegardenhelper.com/
*Gardening for the beginner with advice and tips.

http://www.chestnut-sw.com/seedhp.htm
*Seed starting information for popular plants.

Books:

Kid’s Gardening: A Kid’s Guide to Messing Around in Dirt/with Seeds, Shovel 

By Kevin Raftery

 Fun With Gardening: 50 Great Projects Kids Can Plant Themselves

By Clare Bradley, John Freeman (photographer)

Fun With Growing Things: A Guide to Indoor and Outdoor Gardening for Kids

By Joan Eckstein

A Guide to Happy Family Gardening: A Little Help to Get Started Gardening with Kids By Tammerie Spires
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Adapted from a template from the WebQuest Page.  Updated Spring 2003.
