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QUESTION

When we add seasoning (like salt or pepper) to food, it changes the taste of the food.  Different seasons have different “flavors” to them.  If you had to advertise for your favorite season and convince others that your season is the best, what would be your favorite season and why?  

PLAN

Introduce seasons topic by reading “I Am A Bunny” by Ole Risom.  The book is about Nicolas the bunny and what he likes to do in each of the seasons.  It touches on weather, nature, and hibernation.  Using a web graphic organizer, we would brainstorm each season on giant post-its to leave up around the room as we develop our project.  We would also start a word wall with new vocabulary words as we encountered them throughout the project.  Brainstorming would include subtopics like:  activities, weather, nature, apparel, holidays, months, etc.

Goals-Students will learn about the different seasons and how to read menus by using current knowledge, technology research and observation skills.  Students will also learn how to create a basic PowerPoint slide and operate the slide show feature.  Students will work independently, with teacher assistance, and in pairs.  They will begin to learn group presentation skills.

Resources–

Seasons
What Causes Seasons?
Summer Holidays
Summer Clip Art
Summer Activities
Why Leaves Change Color
Fall Clip Art
Fall Holidays
Winter Holidays
Winter Clip Art
Winter Activities
Animals in Winter
Spring Holidays
Spring Clip Art
I would also try to have some selected books on hand and bring in any speakers with seasonal related jobs or activities.

Cooperative Groups - Divide students into four season groups and then into pairs.  Take turns when surfing sites (one student surfs/one student records info).

SCHEDULE

Take a nature walk around school property in whatever season it is when you start this project.  Observe and/or collect items for group discussion.  Begin first week with the current season.

Week 1 – Summer

Monday-Draw a picture of what summer means to you.  With your teacher’s help, write a few sentences describing your picture. 

Tuesday-Review calendars to see what months and holidays are in this season.  Touch on how many days are in a week/month, the current day and date, what day starts off the week, and which days are considered weekend days, etc.

Wednesday-Use the resources listed above that coincide with your season choice to research your season using the web.

Thursday-CyberHunt (would need to develop and would use as an assessment of Wednesday’s activity) on this season with your partner.

Friday-Show and tell.  Bring in anything from home having to do with this season and share with your classmates (vacation pictures, souvenirs, clothing items, recreational items, etc.)

Week 2 - Fall

Monday-Paint a picture of what fall means to you.  With your teacher’s help, write a few sentences describing your picture.

Tuesday- Review calendars to see what months and holidays are in this season.  Touch on how many days are in a week/month, the current day and date, what day starts off the week, and which days are considered weekend days, etc.

Wednesday-Use the resources listed above that coincide with your season choice to research your season using the web.

Thursday- CyberHunt (would need to develop and use as an assessment of Wednesday’s activity) on this season with your partner
Friday- Show and tell.  Bring in anything from home having to do with this season and share with your classmates (vacation pictures, souvenirs, clothing items, recreational items, etc.)

Week 3 - Winter

Monday-Finger paint a picture of what winter means to you.  With your teacher’s help, write a few sentences describing your picture.

Tuesday- Review calendars to see what months and holidays are in this season.  Touch on how many days are in a week/month, the current day and date, what day starts off the week, and which days are considered weekend days, etc.

Wednesday-Use the resources listed above that coincide with your season choice to research your season using the web.

Thursday- CyberHunt (would need to develop and use as an assessment of Wednesday’s activity) on this season with your partner.

Friday- Show and tell.  Bring in anything from home having to do with this season and share with your classmates (vacation pictures, souvenirs, clothing items, recreational items)

Week 4 - Spring

Monday- Paint a watercolor picture of what spring means to you.  With your teacher’s help, write a few sentences describing your picture.

Tuesday- Review calendars to see what months and holidays are in this season.  Touch on how many days are in a week/month, the current day and date, what day starts off the week, and which days are considered weekend days, etc.

Wednesday-Use the resources listed above that coincide with your season choice to research your season using the web

Thursday- CyberHunt (would need to develop and use as an assessment of Wednesday’s activity) on this season with your partner.

Friday- Show and tell.  Bring in anything from home having to do with this season and share with your classmates (vacation pictures, souvenirs, clothing items, recreational items)

Week 5 – Multi Media Project

Monday-Discuss different kinds of menus (restaurant, drive thru, computer, services, grocery store, etc.).  Bring in various menus collected and let students review them.  Then talk about how menus help us organize and categorize things.

Tuesday–Field trip and lunch at a local restaurant (see menu).

Wednesday-Teacher will provide PowerPoint menu template (would need to create).  Students can decide on graphics, background, font style, entrée descriptions (example for winter menu dessert - ice hokey popsicles).

Thursday–Practice with PowerPoint slide show of menu.

Friday–Present Menus to classmates

PROJECT

Students will choose their favorite season.  Then, using the different things that happen within their season, they will create a menu describing seasonal entrees to entice their audience.

ASSESSMENT

Desired results (knowledge, skills, attitudes and behaviors) – Understand and be able to discuss four seasons.  Discover how calendars and seasons coincide.  Develop Internet research skills.  Learn how menus work in society.  Embrace seasonal change.  Work cooperatively with partner.  Use higher level thinking skills.

See separate rubric.

MULTIMEDIA PRESENTATION AND EVALUATION

Students will present their menus to their classmates via PowerPoint slide show.  They will state their season choice, point out two of their favorite entrée items and one interesting fact they learned about their season choice that they didn’t already know.

See separate rubric.

CREDITS & REFERENCES

Ask Jeeves Kids Search Engine

Virginia SOLs
OTHER SEASONAL ACTIVITY IDEAS:


Have a picnic on school grounds

Plant wildflower seeds on school grounds

Go ice skating

Build a snowman

Make snow angels

Go apple picking

Go on a hayride

Visit a pumpkin patch

Volunteer to rake leaves on school grounds

Have an egg hunt

Adopt a rabbit

Raise chicks

Make kites to fly
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