Symbols of Patriotism

A PBL+MM for 1st Grade 

Social Studies SOL 1.11

The student will recognize the symbols and traditional practices that honor and foster patriotism in the United States by

a) identifying the American flag, bald eagle, Statue of Liberty, and Washington Monument

b) demonstrating respect for the American flag by learning the Pledge of Allegiance
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QUESTION

What are ways that we can be patriotic?  What are the symbols of the United States?  How do we show respect for the American flag?  Every year our school has a Patriotism Program.  Each grade participates and parents and school system personnel are invited to attend.  This year, our class will contribute the results of this PBL+MM (a PowerPoint slide show) as part of the program.  

PLAN

As a class, students will participate in taking a poll to determine the most popular American symbol of patriotism.  Students will also work in four-person teams to research some symbols and traditions of patriotism (such as the American flag, the bald eagle, the Washington Monument, the Statue of Liberty, the Pledge of Allegiance, and patriotic songs).  The multimedia project will be to create a PowerPoint slide show of American symbols with students narrating.  Students will choose a narrator from each group.  

SCHEDULE

Day One:

Teacher introduces the project and assigns groups.  Students will work in 4-person groups for research and MM creation and presentation.  

Students will take a poll to determine the most popular American symbol.  For homework, each student is to ask two people to name a symbol of America/patriotism and record the answers.

Each group is assigned a topic to research and find out how it came to be considered and American symbol.  

Day Two:

Students graph and tally results of the poll and determine the most popular American symbol.

Groups decide who will be the narrator for the slide show.

Day Three:

Students conduct research on their topics using the internet, books, and CDs/tapes.  Classroom computers are used as well as the school library for research.

Day Four:

Students work in their groups to compile information that they found (choose which pictures and songs to use in the slide show) and write narration for the slide show.

Day Five:

The teacher scans the pictures to be used for the slide show and also checks the narration piece and makes corrections and/or suggestions.

Day Six:

The teacher adds music (patriotic song) to be played as background to the slide show.  The narrator practices speaking his part as slides are shown, then records the narration.  Slide show is checked for problems.

Day Seven:

The slide show is presented at the school wide Patriotism Program.

PROJECT
For homework on day one, each student is to ask two people to name a symbol of America/patriotism and record the answers.

Poll results will be graphed on a poster-sized chart like this one.  Each student can put a sticker in the boxes for the two answers to his/her poll question.  Blank columns are provided for answers not found on the chart.  Students add the number of stickers for each column to see which symbol is the most popular.

	Flag
	Bald Eagle
	Statue of Liberty
	Monument
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Totals:

________
_______
   _______      _______     _______     _______     _______     _______

Groups decide how they want to conduct their research.  Classroom computers are made available and time to go to the school library is allotted.   Students are encouraged to look for books and music in the library and to use books about patriotism that have been read in class.

Topics for groups to research are:

Group 1:  the American flag

Group 2:  the bald eagle

Group 3:  the Washington Monument

Group 4:  the Statue of Liberty

Group 5:  the Pledge of Allegiance

Group 6:  patriotic songs

The following internet sites are provided to learn more about these symbols:

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/history/us/symbols/
http://www.baldeagleinfo.com/eagle/eagle9.html
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/history/us/monuments/washingtonmonument/
http://sc94.ameslab.gov/TOUR/washmon.html
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/history/us/monuments/sol/
http://www.ushistory.org/betsy/
http://www.niehs.nih.gov/kids/lyrics/spangle.htm#history
http://www.factmonster.com/ipka/A0194015.html
http://www.factmonster.com/ipka/A0101053.html
Once research is completed, the students meet as a group to compile their research.  Requirements of the slide show are:

1. title

2. the Pledge of Allegiance

3. pictures/clipart/photos

4. sound

a) narration for each slide

b) music

    4.  student names

Each group decides what pictures to use for the slide show and works with the teacher to scan them for use.  Group 5 decides how to present the Pledge of Allegiance.  Then groups create the narration and music for the slide show.  Narrators are given time to practice their readings before being recorded.  The teacher compiles all slides, narration, and music.  The students direct the teacher as to order and flow of slide show.  Once slide show is completed, it is presented as part of the school–wide Patriotism Program.

ASSESSMENT

Teamwork Assessment

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	 

	Participating: The teacher observed each student contributing to the project. 
	NONE of the time.
	SOME of the time.
	MOST of the time.
	ALL of the time.
	____

	Cooperation.
	Group members do not share responsibility for tasks.
	Group members share responsibility for tasks some of the time.
	Group members share responsibility for tasks most of the time.
	Group members share responsibility for tasks all of the time.
	____

	Stay on task.
	Members do not stay on task during group time.
	Members stay on task some of the time when working as a group.
	Members stay on task most of the time when working as a group.
	Members stay on task all of the time when working as a group.
	____

	Completion of project.
	Students did not complete project; few requirements met.
	Students complete parts of project, with some requirements not met.
	Students complete most parts of project with few requirements not met.
	Students fully complete project, meeting or exceeding all requirements.
	____

	
	
	
	
	
	____

	 
	 
	 
	 
	Total--(
	____


Multimedia Assessment

	 

	Criteria
	Points


	

	1

2

3

4

 

Project Presentation.
Delivery not smooth and audience attention often lost.
Delivery not smooth, but able to maintain interest of the audience most of the time.
Rehearsed with fairly smooth delivery that holds audience attention most of the time.
Well-rehearsed with smooth delivery that holds audience attention.
____
Content of presentation is accurate.
There are many factual errors in presentation.
Most content is accurate, but with some factual errors.
Content of presentation is accurate.
Content is accurate and exceeds requirements of project.
____
Presentation meets requirements.
More than one requirement was not completely met.
One requirement was not completely met.
All requirements are met.
All requirements are met and exceeded.
____
Students work cooperatively.
Students do not work cooperatively.
Students work cooperatively some of the time.
Students work cooperatively most of the time.
Students work cooperatively all the time.
____
____
 

 

 

 

Total---->
____



MULTIMEDIA PRESENTATION AND EVALUATION

Students will choose pictures to make into slides for a slide show of American symbols.  Students will narrate each slide and will have chosen patriotic music to be playing as background during the slide show.  Slide show will have 6-8 slides.
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