
Principal Investigator/Program Director (Last, First, Middle):  

PHS 398/2590 (Rev. 09/04, Reissued 4/2006) Page      Biographical Sketch Format Page 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
Provide the following information for the key personnel and other significant contributors in the order listed on Form Page 2. 

Follow this format for each person.  DO NOT EXCEED FOUR PAGES. 

NAME 
Brion S. Maher 
eRA COMMONS USER NAME 
maherb 

POSITION TITLE 
Assistant Professor 

EDUCATION/TRAINING  (Begin with baccalaureate or other initial professional education, such as nursing, and include postdoctoral training.) 

INSTITUTION AND LOCATION DEGREE 
(if applicable) YEAR(s) FIELD OF STUDY 

University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA BS 1994 Biological Sciences 
University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA MS 1997 Human Genetics 
University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA PhD 2000 Human Genetics 

A. Positions and Honors.  
Research Assistant/Associate, Center for Education and Drug Abuse Research, University of Pittsburgh Medical 

Center, Pittsburgh, PA  1990-1995 
Graduate Student Researcher, Department of Human Genetics, University of Pittsburgh, 1995-2000 
Research Associate, Division of Oral Biology, School of Dental Medicine, University of Pittsburgh, 2000-2002 
Assistant Professor, Center for Craniofacial and Dental Genetics, Univ. of Pittsburgh, 2002-2006 
Assistant Professor, Virginia Inst for Psychiatric and Behavioral Genet, Depts of Psychiatry and Human Genetics, VA 

Commonwealth University 2006- 
B. Peer-reviewed publications (selected from 44 manuscripts published or in press)  
2. Maher BS, Marazita ML Moss HB & Vanyukov MM (1999) Segregation analysis of attention deficit hyperactivity 

disorder. Am J Med Genet (Neuropsychiat Genet) 88:71-78. 
3. Marazita ML, Maher BS, Cooper ME, Silvestri JM, Huffman AD, Smok-Pearsall SM, Kowal MH, and DE Weese-Mayer 
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congenital central hypoventilation syndrome. Am J Med Genet 100: 229-236. 
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16. Zubenko GS, Hughes HB, Maher BS, Stiffler JS, Zubenko WN, Marazita ML. (2003) Sequence variations in CREB1 
cosegregate with depressive disorders in women. Mol Psychiatry. 8(6):611-8.  

17. Weese-Mayer DE, Zhou L, Berry-Kravis EM, Maher BS, Silvestri JM, Marazita ML. (2003) Association of the serotonin 
transporter gene with sudden infant death syndrome: A haplotype analysis. Am J Med Genet. 2003 Oct 15;122A:238-
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survey for genetic loci that influence the development of depressive disorders in families with recurrent, early-onset, 
major depression. Am J Med Genet (Neuropsychiat Genet) 123B(1):1-18. 

21. Weese-Mayer DE, Zhou L, Berry-Kravis EM,  Silvestri BS, Maher BS, Curran ME, Marazita ML. (2003)  Idiopathic 
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embryologic development and identification of mutations in PHOX2b.  Am J Med Gen 123A(3):267-78. 

22. Vanyukov MM, Maher BS, Devlin B, Tarter RE, Kirillova GP, Yu LM, Ferrell RE (2004) Haplotypes of the Monoamine 
Oxidase Genes and the Risk for Substance Use Disorders. Am J Med Genet 125B(1):120-5. 

24. Zucchero TM, Cooper ME, Maher BS, Daack-Hirsch S, Nepomuceno B, Ribeiro L, Caprau D, Christensen K, Suzuki Y, 
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Interferon regulatory factor 6 (IRF6) gene variants and the risk of isolated cleft lip or palate. N Engl J Med. 351(8):769-
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25. Zubenko GS, Maher BS, Hughes HB 3rd, Zubenko WN, Scott Stiffler J, Marazita ML. (2004)  Genome-wide linkage 
survey for genetic loci that affect the risk of suicide attempts in families with recurrent, early-onset, major depression. 
Am J Med Genet. 129B(1):47-54.  
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Harkin L, Scott R, Roddick LG. (2004)  Meta-analysis of 13 genome scans reveals multiple cleft lip/palate genes with 
novel loci on 9q21 and 2q32-35. Am J Hum Genet. 75(2):161-73. 

29. Maher BS, Brock GN. (2005) Approaches to detecting gene x gene interaction in Genetic Analysis Workshop 14 
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*co-first author 
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C. OTHER SUPPORT 
Active 

R01DA019157-01 Vanyukov (PI) 9-30-04 to 7-31-09  
NIH/NIDA  
“Substance use disorder liability: Candidate Gene Systems”  
The goal of this grant is to evaluate genetic and environmental factors involved in substance abuse and its 
precursors. 
Role: Co-I 
 
1-R01-DE14899 Marazita (PI)  9-30-02 to 9-29-09  
NIH/NIDCR  
“Genetic Factors contributing to oral health disparities in Appalachia” 
The aim of this grant is to perform longitudinal, population-based, oral health assessments of children and their 
care-givers in West Virginia in order to identify factors contributing to the poor oral health seen in this 
population.  Genetic factors will be the particular focus of this project.   
Role:  Co-I. 
 
R01-DE014889-S1 Marazita (PI)  12-01-04 to 05-31-09   
NIH/NIDCR    
“Psychosocial influences on rural children’s Oral Health” 
Role: Co-I 
 
Pending 
R03 DE016632 Maher (PI) 12-1-06 to 11-30-08 
NIH/NIDCR 
“Statistical Genetic Analyses of Orofacial Cleft Families” 
This project seeks to elucidate the contribution of multiple interacting genes to nonsyndromic cleft lip/palate in a 
large international sample of multiplex extended pedigrees.  
 


