Sample Course Outline and Daily Schedule 

French Ministry of Education Workshop

American Literature from 1865 through Present: Deconstructing the Survey

Professor Bryant Mangum

WEEK 1 (25 August) 

Course Introduction 

Robert Frost "Home Burial," 854
Adrienne Rich "Living in Sin," 1649

“Hills Like White Elephants” (hard copy through Blackboard; on screen in class)

WEEK 2 (1 September)


Labor Day Holiday (Monday)

WEEK 3 (8 September)

Amy Tan   "Half and Half," 1872
Denise Levertov “The Room,” 1958
Joseph Brodsky “Belfast Tune,” 1968
Jamaica Kincaid “Girl” (through Blackboard) 

Jhumpa Lahiri “The Third and Final Continent,” 2001

WEEK 4 (15 September) 

Raymond Carver "A Small Good Thing," 1798 and “The Bath” (through        

    Blackboard) 

Jayne Anne Phillips "The Heavenly Animal" (SS), 399

John Gardner "Redemption" (SS), 223 

WEEK 5 (22 September)

Alice Walker "Everyday Use," 1844

Tobias Wolff "The Liar" (SS), 495

Andre Dubus "The Fat Girl" (SS), 158

E.L. Doctorow “Willi” (SS), 150 

WEEK 6 (29 September) 

HOUR TEST #1: Monday (20 % of final grade)

Joyce Carol Oates "Where Are You Going, Where Have You 

                Been?" (SS), 361

Theodore Roethke "My Papa's Waltz," 1372

Sylvia Plath "Daddy," 1665 

James Wright "Autumn Begins in Martin's Ferry, Ohio," 1638 

WEEK 7 (6 October)


Bobbie Ann Mason “Shiloh” 1826

John Cheever "The Swimmer," 1438

Flannery O'Connor "Good Country People," 1984

WEEK 8 (13 October)

James Baldwin "Sonny's Blues," 1462 

Sherwood Anderson "Book of the Grotesque," 881; "Adventure," 882

Jean Toomer "Karintha," 1117 

WEEK 9 (20 October)


F. Scott Fitzgerald The Great Gatsby
WEEK 10   (27 October) 

F. Scott Fitzgerald The Great Gatsby
Langston Hughes "Harlem," 1179 and “Dreams” (from handout)

Friday, 31 October: Last day to withdraw with grade of W 

WEEK 11 (3 November)

 
Zora Neal Hurston from Their Eyes Were Watching God, 1301 

 
William Faulkner "A Rose for Emily" (on blackboard)

Ernest Hemingway “Indian Camp” (on blackboard)

William Carlos Williams   "Dans Russe," from handout; The Red Wheelbarrow," 993 

E.E. Cummings "anyone lived in a pretty how town," 1112

WEEK 12 (10 November) 

HOUR TEST #2: Monday (20% of final grade)

T.S. Eliot, “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock,” 933

WEEK 13 (17 November)

Robert Frost "Mending Wall," 849, "Stopping by Woods," 870, “The Hill

Wife,” 861, “The Road Not Taken,” 1001, “Acquainted with the Night,” 1010


Edwin Arlington Robinson, “Richard Cory,” 776; “Miniver Cheevy,” 779; 

      “Mr. Flood’s Party,” 782

Charlotte Perkins Gilman "The Yellow Wallpaper," 635

Henry James “The Art of Fiction,” 642

WEEK 14 (24 November) 

Jack London "To Build a Fire," 755

Stephen Crane "The Open Boat," 723;  "A Man Said to 

the Universe," 682  

Emily Dickinson poem numbers 49, 67, 280, 324, 341, 435, 441, 465, 712

WEEK 15 (1 December) 

The Romantic Impulse:  Happy Endings?

Bernard Malamud “The Magic Barrel” (on blackboard)

Zora Neal Hurston “The Gilded Six-Bits” (on blackboard)


Others to be announced

WEEK 16 (Monday, 8 December)


Final Examination 4-6:40 in regular classroom (30% of final grade)

*A note on the weekly tests: The ten weekly tests will be at the beginning of class on weeks 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 11, 13, 14, and 15.  I will count the highest eight of these, and the average of these eight will be 20% of your final grade.

**A note on the blackboard postings: There is no set date for the minimum of five blackboard postings that you are to make, except that at least three of these should be made by the end of week 8 (mid-semester) and at least two more between weeks 9 and the last day of class. These (plus other forms of participation noted in syllabus) constitute 10% of your grade. 

