THE LD EXPERIENCE

What’s it like to have a learning disability? This two-minute exercise allows someone who doesn’t have a learning disability to experience what it might be like to have to make the mental “adjustments” those with learning disabilities must make under timed testing conditions. 

All that’s needed is a watch with a second hand and the following two pages, printed in color and mounted back-to-back. All instructions are on Side 1. 

To administer the “test,” first ascertain that the subject is not color-blind, as accurate color perception is necessary to complete the test. 

Then, just follow the instructions as printed on Side1. 

Educate your roommates, friends, family members and teachers. Help make the world a better place for all by raising awareness about learning disabilities and why extra time is frequently an authorized accommodation for students with LD.








Side 2
	INSTRUCTIONS:


	SIDE 1: “This is a timed test. Here are sixteen squares. When I point                          to a square, tell me its color. Ready? Begin.”  When finished, tell how much time was used. Then turn over to Side 2.


	SIDE 2: “This is another timed test. Here are sixteen words. When 	I 	point to a word, tell me its color—not the word. OK? Ready? Begin.” 
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When finished, tell subject how much time was used. Invariably, it will be more than the first, often half again as much. This demonstrates quickly (and memorably) what having a learning disability might be like and why extended time on tests frequently is an authorized accommodation for these students.															    csulb/dss/sdsu/03
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