SR917 Flag Retirement

Physical items-

Flagpole with lanyard, guy lines and stakes.

Sledge hammer to drive stakes

Light for flagpole (large Maglite)

Rope for lashing light to flagpole

American flag (to fly on flagpole)

Fire barrel, used (2) 1/3 drums, 1 inverted on the ground, 1 on top for the fire

Plenty of split, dry hardwood, small size to get hot, vigorous fire quickly

Small table

Retirement flag(s)

Tall tripod 

Kerosene Lantern

Matches/lighter

Located flagpole and fire barrel in grass off southwest corner of Dining Hall (Cub Camp)

Placed fire barrel about 20’ from flagpole 

Placed tripod about 20’ from fire barrel

Lash Maglite to flagpole (actually had 2 lights there, just in case), 7’ off ground (keeps light above eye level) and focused on flag

Light fire early enough to have a good, blazing fire when participants arrive after leaving Scoutcraft building following Win All You Can. Participants and staff should leave flashlights off when proceeding from Scoutcraft building.

Have Staffer lead group off path and form into semi-circle around set up.

Have speaker stand under tripod and forward of lantern. Allows reader to see script without needing a flashlight, adds to ambiance of event. A kerosene lantern is preferred to a Coleman (soft yellow light, no noise vs. harsh white light and hiss).

Perform Flag retirement ceremony.

SR917 used 4 individuals- 1 Orator, 1 assistant to open and hold 1st flag for inspection and then hand remaining flags, 1 at a time, to other assistants, 2 assistants to place flags upon fire as they were handed to them by 1st assistant.

****NOTE****

Items for ceremony are not put in place until after participants go to Scoutcraft bldg. for the Wood Badge Game show.

