Day One: Blue and Gold Banquet / Opening Luncheon

Time Allowed

60 minutes

Learning Objectives

As a result of this presentation, participants will

•
Experience a blue and gold banquet.

•
Become acquainted with course staff and visitors.

•
Learn about significant Wood Badge traditions.

•
Gain an understanding of the responsibilities of service and program patrols.

•
Cross over into Boy Scouts and become patrols.

Materials Needed

•
Decorations on the tables and around the room as you would see at a blue and gold banquet

•
Bridge and table with tablecloth, four colored candles (red, blue, white, and yellow), lighter

•
Four candles in holders, four cards (“C,” “U,” “B,” “S”) standing up in front of the candles

•
Wood Badge symbols (may be shown as actual objects or as projected images)

—
Ax and log

· MacLaren tartan

· Wood Badge beads

· Wood Badge neckerchief and woggle 

· Kudu horn

•
Emblems to be used for the program patrol and service patrol (possibilities include a kudu horn and a camp shovel)

Delivery Method

The blue and gold banquet is a spirited presentation conducted by the Wood Badge staff. The Cubmaster (assistant Scoutmaster for program) will host the first part of the luncheon. After the bridging ceremony, the course director and senior patrol leader will take over. The luncheon is to model a blue and gold banquet and be conducted in a lighthearted and enjoyable manner. The agenda is full, so be conscious of time. The staff should use this opportunity to do the following:

•
Model an effective blue and gold banquet and bridging ceremony.

•
Convey background information that will enrich the course.

•
Model effective presentation techniques.

•
Reinforce the concept that a Wood Badge course is infused with fun.

Presentation Procedure 

A.  Pre-Gathering Activity

Have the group sing a Cub Scout song. It could be the following song or a similar one.

The More We Get Together

The more we get together, together, together,

The more we get together, the happier we’ll be.

For your friends are my friends, 

and my friends are your friends,

The more we get together, the happier we’ll be.

The more we get together, together, together,

The more we get together, the happier we’ll be.

For you know that I know,

And I know that you know,

The more we get together, the happier we’ll be.

B.  Opening Ceremony

Remember to say a grace before the meal. 

Flags Pre-positioned, Denners line up (opportunity for leadership as Denner)

Denner 1:

Lord, let me not in service lag,

Let me be worthy of our flag;

Let me remember when I’m tired

The sons heroic who have died

In freedom’s name, and in my way

Teach me to be as brave as they.

Denner 2:

In all I am, in all I do,

Unto our flag, I would be true;

For God and country let me stand,

Unstained of soul and clean of hand.

Teach me to serve and guard and love

The starry flag which flies above. 

A Creed -- Edgar A Guest

Denner 3: “As we salute the flag, let us remember the words from the American’s Creed: ‘It is my duty to my country to love it, to support its Constitution, to obey its laws, to respect its flag, and to defend it against all enemies.’

Denner 4: ‘We have good government only when we, the people, play an active part in making it good.

Denner 5: ‘The red in our flag stands for courage. Let us remember the men and women in our Armed Forces who are serving us and our country.

Denner 6: “Our flag has been the emblem of liberty for generations of Americans for more than 200 years.  Let us look at the flag with pride.”

Denner 7: “Our flag flies as a bright gleam of color in our eyes and as a symbol of our great country.”

Denner 8: “As we join in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag, let us also give thanks for the free​doms we enjoy under that banner.”  I Pledge…..

C.  Staff and Visitor Introductions

The Course Director and/or senior patrol leader will introduce the members of the

Wood Badge course staff by asking each to stand and give some brief background

information—hometown, position in Scouting, responsibilities for the current

Wood Badge course.

Introduce any visitors to the course. (Scout executives and other council officials are encouraged to attend the first morning of each Wood Badge course.)

Council executives may wish to offer a few words of welcome and encourage​ment to the course participants.

D.  Skits, Songs, and Entertainment  (Staff):

WB21C: SR917              February Theme

GREAT EVENTS OF SCOUTING
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LORD BADEN-POWELL, Scouting’s founder, as he looked at the first Scout camp on Brownsea Island off the coast of England in 1907. Believe it or not, he wore a necktie while camping. His mustache was brown and bushy. His pants were knickers and he had heavy stockings.

ERNEST THOMPSON SETON, the first Chief Scout of the Boy Scouts of America. He was about six feet tall and had thick, wavy hair. Seton wore glasses, although not always for pictures. His mustache was prominent but not as bushy as B-P’s.

DAN BEARD, one of the “fathers” of Scouting in America. His mustache and Vandyke beard were already grizzled when the BSA was born in 1910. He often dressed in buckskin like the mountain men he ad​mired.

WILLIAM D. BOYCE filed the incorporation papers for the BSA. He was a Chicago pub​lisher and was aided by the “Unknown Scout” in London in August 1909 and thus introduced to Scouting.

E.  Recognitions

Note:
During this portion of a blue and gold banquet, the Cubmaster would thank den leaders and others who have helped the pack during the year. This would be the lead-in to advancements for the Cub Scouts. This is a good time for the Cubmaster to recognize the cooks for the meal and anyone else who has helped the pack to this point.

To transition into the bridging ceremony, the Cubmaster should thank the den chiefs for their service. After dens cross over, Pack 1 den chiefs will not be used.

F.  Webelos-to-Scout Bridging Ceremony

As dens cross the bridge into Boy Scouting, they are given their patrol flags and patrol names, and their den chiefs become their troop guides.

The setting for the bridging ceremony includes a table covered with a tablecloth. Four candles are arranged upon the table. Nearby is a footbridge. The dens may remain seated for the first portion of the ceremony.

Cubmaster:  Today you are taking a giant step—from Cub Scouting to Boy Scouting. Today we will be talking about the colors of the four winds and the meaning they have for us. Remember what is said today, and let the winds con​tinue to guide you along the Scouting trail. 

(Lights the blue candle.) Blue stands for the Cub Scout spirit and the north wind. You are a true-blue Cub Scout and live up to the Law of the Pack. It brings you only the warmest of winds. 

(Light its time yellow candle.) Yellow stands for the south wind that carries the story of your achievements far and wide. As a Cub Scout you have been eager, fair, and a credit to your den and pack. 

(Lights the white candle.) White stands for the east wind and the spirit of Scouting. The east wind carries the story of fun and happiness to your Scout troop and tells others how you live up to the Cub Scout Promise. 

(Light the red candle.) Red stands for the west wind and represents your family. In Cub Scouting, your family helped guide you along the trail. They will go with you into Boy Scouting, but now it is you who will lead the way.

Scoutmaster:
Hello, Webelos Scouts of Akela, what do you desire?

Cubmaster:
Your answer is, “We desire to be Boy Scouts.”

Scouts:
We desire to be Boy Scouts.

Scoutmaster:
Then prepare to cross the bridge.

Cubmaster:
Congratulations! We have been proud to have you as a member of this Cub Scout pack and we wish you well in Boy Scouting. As you cross the bridge, we’ll give you the Cub Scout handshake one last time. Your Scoutmaster and senior patrol leader await you on the other side. Please cross over by dens.

Scoutmaster: (‘After each den has crossed over the bridge) Welcome to Boy Scouting. You are now members of the ___________________________ Patrol. May I present you with your patrol flag. (After all the dens in the group have crossed over) Later today each of you will be inducted into membership in Gilwell Troop 1 and pre​sented with your troop neckerchief. Wear it with pride as many have done before you. Your senior patrol leader now wishes to express the troop’s pleasure in hav​ing you as a member.

Senior patrol leader leads the troop in a cheer for the new Scouts.

Scoutmaster:
Cubmaster ______,we would like you to join the troop with your Webelos Scouts as an assistant Scoutmaster. Would you be willing to join Troop 1?

Cubmaster:
Thank you, I would love to be a part of Troop 1. Scoutmaster, I turn the program over to you.

Wood Badge Traditions

The Course Director should take a few minutes here. He or she should welcome the participants to Troop 1 and talk about the fact that while the uniforms the staff and participants are wearing depict who they are back home, their nametags explain their role for this course. While all of us are adults and will be treated as such, the participants and some of the staff are playing roles traditionally held by boys in a troop. The Course Director should take time to talk about the relation​ship between the Scoutmaster and the senior patrol leader of a troop.   Many Cub Scout leaders do not understand the way a troop runs, so this should be made clear to them now.

The course director and/or senior patrol leader will talk briefly about several Wood Badge traditions that link present-day courses to those of the past and that unite participants enrolled in the current program with Wood Badge participants around the world. Chief among these are:

•
Gilwell Field. Baden-Powell held the first Wood Badge course at Gilwell Park near London. To this day, Gilwell is considered the international home of Wood Badge. Wherever on the globe a course takes place, the main assembly area is known as Gilwell Field.

•
Ax and log. The ax and log is the totem of Gilwell Park.

•
MacLaren tartan. In 1919, a Scotsman named W. F. de Bois MacLaren, a district commissioner for Scouting in Scotland, purchased Gilwell Park and presented it to the British Boy Scout Association. He explained that one of his purposes in doing so was “to provide a training ground for the officers of the Scouting movement.” In perpetual appreciation for his generosity to Scouting, Wood Badge adopted the tartan of the MacLaren clan. It is this tartan that appears on the Wood Badge neckerchief.

•
Wood Badge beads. In 1888 during a military campaign in Africa, Baden Powell acquired a necklace of wooden beads from the hut of a warrior chief named Dinizulu. Years later at the conclusion of the first Wood Badge course, Baden-Powell gave each course graduate a bead from the necklace. The “Wood Badge” program takes its name from those beads. Since then, more than 100,000 Scouters worldwide have completed Wood Badge courses and can wear replicas of the original wooden beads.

•
Neckerchief and woggle. Held in place by a leather woggle, the Wood Badge neckerchief—tan with a patch of MacLaren tartan—may be worn by course graduates. Wood Badge beads, neckerchief, and woggle may be worn only with the official field uniform of the BSA.

•
Kudu horn. During his military service in Africa, Baden-Powell observed members of the Matabele tribe blowing on the horn of a kudu to signal to one another. He brought a kudu horn back to England with him, and in the summer of 1907 when he held his first experimental camp on Brownsea Island, Baden Powell sounded the horn to assemble his campers. The same horn was entrusted to Gilwell Park in 1920 for use in Scout training courses. Since that time, the kudu horn has been a symbol of Wood Badge courses throughout the world.

•
Gilwell Song. The Gilwell Song has been sung by generations of Wood Badge participants—always energetically, but with wildly varying degrees of harmonic success.

Service Patrol and Program Patrol Responsibilities

The Senior Patrol Leader will explain the roles of the service and program patrols.

Each day, one patrol will act as the service patrol and one patrol will be the pro​gram patrol. The period of service will extend from the morning’s troop assembly on Gilwell Field until the following morning’s assembly. (The exception will be Day One, when the service and program patrols assume their duties during this lunchtime presentation.)

The patrol leader notebook contains information on what is expected of the serv​ice and program patrols, and a roster listing the patrols assigned to be the service patrol and program patrol for each day of the Wood Badge course.

Service and Program Patrol Symbols

The course director and/or senior patrol leader will ask a member of the Day One service and program patrols to come forward to receive the symbols of office for those patrols.

•
Service patrol symbol—a small shovel or other representation of service

•
Program patrol symbol—a kudu horn or other representation of program

Encourage patrols to decorate the symbols in their keeping. Before they relin​quish the symbols to the next day’s service and program patrols, they may wish to attach some version of their totems, although they are free to devise any deco​ration of their own choosing.

Note:
Remind participants that program and service patrols are a tradition of Wood Badge, not of a standard Boy Scout troop. While service and program patrols are recognized as a part of Wood Badge, course participants should not expect to find similar patrols in their home units, though large troops may use service patrols.

Closing Ceremony

Sing “Back to Gilwell.”

Summary

The opening luncheon presentation is an opportunity to showcase Cub Scouting’s major event of the year, the blue and gold banquet. It provides the opportunity to perform a bridging ceremony and to introduce staff and visitors to course participants. It is also the time to review the key Wood Badge emblems, discuss the responsibilities and symbols of the program and service patrols, and sing the Gilwell Song. Along the way, presenters can reinforce the legacies of Wood Badge and the promise of fun in a Wood Badge course.
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