Day One: Gilwell Field Assembly

Time Allowed

30minutes

Once the participants have gathered on Gilwell Field, the den chiefs will arrange their dens in a U formation and stand with their den for the Gilwell Field assembly.

Cubmaster (wearing a Cub Scouting hat and appropriate name tag) will:
1.
Welcome the assembled Cub Scouts to the Wood Badge course and to the Gilwell Field assembly.

2.
Explain that Gilwell Field was the home of the very first Wood Badge course, and that it serves as a symbol linking all Wood Badge courses through the years and throughout the world.

3.
Instruct the Cub Scout pack to use the Cub Scout salute while the flag is being raised.
4.
(ASPL) Ask the (Non-) den chiefs of Pack I to present the colors, raise the American flag, and lead the pack in the pledge of allegiance.

5.    (ASPL) Ask the den chiefs of Pack 1 to raise the Cub Scout Pack 1 flag.

6. 
Ask the pack members to make the Cub Scout sign and recite the Cub Scout Promise and Law of the Pack. This duty can be delegated to the den chief.

[7. If the flag of the state in which the course is taking place will fly during the program, ask the den chiefs of Pack 1 to raise it now and sing the state song.]

8.    (ASPL) If a historic flag is to be used, invite selected den chiefs to display the historic flag for the day, explain its significance, and lead the pack in singing a patriotic song.  America the Beautiful
9. Introduce the Scoutmaster of Troop 1, who along with members of his troop is visiting us in anticipation of the crossover ceremony during today’s blue and gold banquet. Indicate that the other members of the troop will be introduced at the banquet.

10. Make any announcements that are necessary and ask that the den chiefs bring their dens to Gilwell Hall for the course overview session at 10 A.M.

11. The Cubmaster should close the assembly with a Cubmaster minute (a thought for the day appropriate for a Cub Scout pack). Use Cub Scout Program Helps as a resource for Cubmaster minutes.

Cubmasters Minute 1

Leaders have VISION.  They know what they’re doing and they know why they’re doing it – always aware of the PURPOSE behind the PLAN.  But nobody is born a leader.  The followers who become leaders must share the LEADERS VISION.

They look for purpose and learn to understand why certain things are done.  An example of a follower who showed his leadership potential can be seen in this story the British Architect, Sir Christopher Wrenn.

After a big London fire, the great architect volunteered his services to plan and superintend the building of one of the world’s greatest cathedrals.  He was unknown to most of the workers, and he took advantage of this.  He would pass among them often and watch the construction.  On one occasion, he put the same question to three separate stonecutters. He simply asked, “What are you doing?”

One of them answered, “I am cutting this stone.”

Another answered, “ I am earning my three shillings per day.”

But the third stood up and proudly said, “I am helping Sir Christopher Wrenn build this magnificent cathedral.”
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12. Dismiss the pack.

Historic American Flag Presentation

(Present either the Continental Flag or the Flag of 1777)

The Continental Flag

A nation’s flag is a stirring sight as it flies in the wind, representing a country’s land, its people, its government, and its ideals. The Egyptians flew the first flag like symbols thousands of years ago, and people have been flying them ever since.

While many flags have flown over what is now the United States of America, the first flag to represent all the colonies was the Continental Colors, also called the Cambridge Flag or the Grand Union Flag. This flag, on which the British flag appeared at the upper left, was the unofficial American flag in 1775 and 1776. On New Year’s Day 1776, in Cambridge, Massachusetts, George Washington chose it to be flown to celebrate the formation of the Continental Army. Later that year, it became the first American flag to be saluted by another country— the Netherlands.

Let us honor this flag with a song that also honors America:

America the Beautiful

O
beautiful for spacious skies,

For amber waves of grain,

For purple mountain majesties

Above the fruited plain!

America! America!

God shed his grace on thee

And crown thy good with brotherhood

From sea to shining sea!

The Flag of 1777 (Betsy Ross Flag)

With the signing of the Declaration of Independence, the new American nation needed a flag of its own. On June 14, 1777, Congress passed this resolution:

“Resolved: That the flag of the thirteen United States be thirteen stripes alternate red and white; that the union be thirteen stars, white in a blue field, representing a new constellation 7

Each star and each stripe represented one of the colonies that would become the United States. The Flag of 1777 flew over the young nation for 18 years. George Washington was the only president to serve under this banner. To this day, June 14, the birthday of our flag, is celebrated each year as Flag Day.

Let us honor this flag with a song that also honors America:

(See lyrics above.)

Summary

Robert Baden-Powell conducted the first Wood Badge course in 1919 in Gilwell Park near London, England. The troop assembly area for that course was known as Gilwell Field. To this day, Wood Badge courses around the world incorporate a Gilwell Field in their proceedings—an acknowledgment of the continuity of Wood Badge and a symbol of the fact that Gilwell Field exists anywhere that a Wood Badge course is being conducted.

The Day One Gilwell Field assembly establishes the important presence of Cub Scouting in the Wood Badge program. It also helps unify participants into identifiable teams and prepares them to symbolically move along the Scouting trail into the Troop I structure that will form the framework for much of the Wood Badge course.

Note: To strengthen the emphasis on the Cub Scout program, keep these

points in mind regarding the Day One Gilwell Field assembly.

•
The Cub Scout Promise and Law of the Pack are recited, not the Scout Oath and Law, which will be presented later at the first meeting of Troop 1.

•
The Gilwell Song is not introduced at this assembly, but rather during lunch on Day One.

D1.02_OPENING_GILWELL_details
1

