[image: image1.png]


[image: image12.jpg]LIVING THE VALUES




LEADERSHIP FOR SCOUTING – LEADERSHIP FOR AMERICA

I am pleased to welcome you to the upcoming Wood Badge Course SR677 for the Heart of Virginia council and to acknowledge receipt of your acceptance form. Please be assured that every effort is being made to make this course a high point in your Scouting experience. You are about to be part of something very special in Scouting. Let me give you an overview of important facts to help you prepare for the course.

The following are your tasks to complete, please do them prior to your arrival at the course on April 1, 2005. 

Medical Examination

Enclosed is a Health and Medical Record Class 3 Form which a licensed medical practitioner must complete within 12 months prior to the last day of the course, April 18, 2005. Bring the completed Health and Medical Record Class 3 Form to the Course with you in April.  There will be no provision for a medical examination at camp, so the medical form is of utmost importance. Note: We cannot allow you to participate in this course without a current, completed, and signed Medical Record, Class III.

Personal Resource Questionnaire
Enclosed is a Wood Badge Resource Questionnaire, which you should complete, and bring to the course.

Twenty questions

To help you begin considering issues that will be important during the course, please set aside time in the coming weeks to consider and to answer the 20 questions of the enclosed pre-course assignment. The assignment is for your benefit; no one but you will see your answers. Instructions are included with the assignment.
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Here are some important things to know about the course.

Location 

The Course will be held at the Heart of Virginia Council Scouting Reservation in 

Goochland, Virginia.  The course will be split between two of the camps on the reservation, the first weekend will be at the Cub Scout Adventure and second weekend will be at Camp Brady Saunders.  The Council Reservation is located in Goochland County on Route 634 (Maidens Road), one mile east of the Goochland Courthouse. From Richmond: Go west on either Interstate 64, U.S. Route 250 (Broad Street), or State Route 6 (Patterson Avenue) for approximately 27 miles. There are sign in the reservation which will direct you to correct locations. Directions are available on the council website www.scoutingvirginia.org. 

Times 

The Wood Badge course dates and times are as follows:

•April 1, 2, 3, 2005 – All Day (Friday,   Saturday, Sunday)

1) Arrive promptly at 7:30 AM for check in with the course starting promptly at 8:30 AM (Friday Morning)

2) Check in at the welcome pavilion located by the parking lot of the Cub Scout Adventure Camp

3) Departure will be at 7:30 PM (Sunday Evening)

•April 16, 17, 18, 2005 – All Day (Saturday, Sunday, Monday)
1) Arrive Promptly at 7:00 AM (Saturday Morning)

2) Check in at the Administration Parking lot at Brady Saunders

3) Departure will be at 5:30 PM (Monday Evening)

You cannot miss any of the activities of the course and expect to complete the course.
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Uniform 

During the Wood Badge course, please wear the uniform of your position in Scouting. If you serve in more than one capacity (both assistant Scoutmaster and Cubmaster) wear the uniform representing the position in which you are most active. Enclosed with this letter is a BSA Uniform Inspection Sheet. Please inspect your uniform before coming to the Wood Badge course and make any corrections. Should you have any questions, refer to the current BSA Insignia Guide, No. 33066B. In addition to your official uniform, you may at times during the course wear an “activity uniform” consisting of uniform pants (long or short) and a scout T-shirt. Non-Scouting shirts are not acceptable. You will be giving a scouting activity shirt during the first course weekend. 

Housing  

The first weekend you will be sleeping in Fort Ferguson.  Fort Ferguson is setup to sleep bunkhouse style with 6 participants to a room and there are individual bathing facilities at the fort. Each electrically heated room contains 3 bunk beds with foam mattresses.
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The second weekend you will be camping in tents and using the equipment brought by your small group.  This weekend’s bathing facilities will be group facilities for males and for females there will be individual facilities.  Each campsite will have running water and a pit latrine.  There is no electricity at the campsites.  

Meals 

All meals for the first weekend of the course will be provided to you. There is no need to bring any food items with you.  During the second weekend each small group will buy its own food and be reimbursed by the course. Your group will be planning it own menus and will have ample opportunity to plan for this during the course.

Transportation 

The staff will not provide transportation to the course location. If you know of other individuals within your respective districts that are planning to attend this year’s course, you might wish to carpool.

Personal Equipment List 

Enclosed is a course Participant Personal Equipment List for your use. This should address most questions about what to bring to the course. Please do not bring more than is needed. It is important to note that both weekends you will be moving around quite a bit it would be wise to bring a day pack containing important items you will need in the course of the day.

Trading Post

You should bring some spending money because you may wish to purchase a course council strip and other souvenirs of the course.  We will also take a course picture which will be available for a minimal fee. 

Cell Phones

During the course we ask that you do not carry any cellular telephones, beepers, radios, or any other devices that could interrupt the course. 

Emergency Contact

For emergencies only you may be reached during the course at the telephone number at (804) 683-7521.

As course director I look forward to sharing with you a fun, challenging experience in which you will learn more about Scouting, leadership and yourself.   If you have any questions do not hesitate to contact me.  My home phone is (804) 739-7582 or my email address is wbsr677@yahoo.com. 

Yours In Scouting,
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Randy Harris
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PROMISE, OATH, LAW and CODE
            
[image: image6.png]RSEZ Y




The Cub Scout Promise

I (Your Name)

Promise to do my best

To do my duty to God and my country

To help other people, and

To obey the Law of the Pack 

The Law of the Pack

The Cub Scout follows Akela

The Cub Scout helps the pack go

The pack helps the Cub Scout Grow

The Cub Scout gives goodwill
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The Boy Scout Oath

On My honor, I will do my best

To do my duty to God and my country

And to Obey the Scout Law;

To Help other people at all times;

To keep myself physically strong, mentally awake and morally straight
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The Boy Scout Law

A Scout is

Trustworthy

Loyal

Helpful

Friendly

Courteous

Kind

Obedient

Cheerful

Thrifty

Brave

Clean

Reverent
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The Venturing Oath

As a Venturer

I promise to do my duty to God

And help strengthen America,

To helps others, and

To seek truth, fairness, 

and adventure 

in our world.

The Venturing Code

As a Venturer, I believe that America’s strength lies in our trust in God and in the courage, strength, and traditions of our people.

I will, therefore, be faithful in my religious duties and will maintain a personal sense of honor in my own life.

I will treasure my American heritage and will do all I can to preserve and enrich it.

I will recognize the dignity and worth of all humanity and will use fair plan and goodwill in my daily life.

I will acquire the Venturing attitude that seeks the truth in all things and adventure on the frontiers of our changing world.
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HISTORY OF WOOD BADGE
When Gilwell Park was purchased for the Scout Movement in 1919 and formal Leader Training introduced, Baden Powell felt that 'Scout Officers' (as they were then called) who completed a training course, should receive some form of recognition. Originally, he envisaged that those who passed through Gilwell should wear an ornamental tassel on their Scout hats.

 Instead, the alternative of two small beads attached to lacing on the hat or to a coat buttonhole was instituted and designated the Wood Badge. Very soon, the wearing of beads on the hat was discontinued and instead they were strung on a leather thong or bootlace around the neck, a tradition that continues to this day.

The first Wood Badges were made from beads taken from a necklace that had belonged to a Zulu chief named Dinizulu, which BP had found during his time in the Zululand in 1888. On state occasions, Dinizulu would wear a necklace 12 feet long, containing, approximately 1,000 beads made from South African Acacia yellow wood. This wood has soft central pith, which makes it easy for a rawhide lace to be threaded through from end to end. This is how the 1,000 beads were arranged. 

The beads themselves were in size from tiny emblems to others 4 inches in length. The necklace was considered sacred, being the badge conferred on royalty and outstanding warriors. When BP was looking for some token to award to people who went through the Gilwell training course he remembered the Dinizulu necklace and the leather thong given to him by an elderly African at Mafeking. He took two of the smaller beads, drilled them through the center and called it the Wood Badge.

JUST A PAIN IN THE NECK

Once there was this old Scout leader who found that every time he bent over to pick up the paddle for his canoe, he’d get this terrible crick in his back. He went to see the doctor the next time he was in town and the doctor said, “If this happens to you again, simply grasp the paddle with both hands, shove the bottom of the paddle into the ground, and pull yourself up.”

The next day, the old Scouter was reaching for the paddle when he once again got the crick in his back. Remembering what the doctor had told him, he grabbed the paddle and managed to slowly work his way up it. When at last he was able to stand up again, he was very surprised to find himself up a paddle without a crick.

Do Something

by Baden Powell

"You should not be content with sitting down to defend yourselves against evil habits, but should also be active in doing good. By 'doing good' I mean making yourselves useful and doing small kindness to other people - whether they are friends or strangers. 

It is not a difficult matter, and the best way to set about it is to make up your mind to do at least one 'good turn' to somebody every day, and you will soon get into the habit of doing good turns always. 

It does not matter how small the 'good turn' may be - even if it is only to help an old woman across the street, or to say a good word for somebody who is being badly spoke of. The great thing is to do something."

23rd Psalm of Scouting
Scouting is my life, I shall not want. It helps me camp in green pastures, and hike beside still waters. It restores my soul. It leads me in paths of learning, for the sake of myself and others. Yea, even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of the Woodbadge Staffer, I have no fear. My patrol, my friends, are with me; Their wit and their smiles, they comfort me. We have prepared tables in short time at the insistence of staffers. Scouting fills my head with knowledge, my brain overflows.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me home tonight; And I shall dwell in the house of Scouting forever.  - J. Corpening, ASM Troop 226, Wilmington, NC 
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