SR966 Flag Retirement Ceremony
Troop assembles (after debrief of Win All You Can Game) around a small camp fire outside the Handicraft Building.

US Flag is illuminated in background.

Harry:
The United States Flag; the red white & blue banner of our nation.  Is it not a wonderful sight?
Pause

Harry:
When the United States flag (Old Glory) becomes worn, torn, faded or badly soiled, it is time to replace it with a new flag.

The old flag should be “retired” with all the dignity and respect befitting our nation’s flag.

The traditional method of retirement is to incinerate the flag, but this does not mean that one should simply drop the entire flag (intact) into a fire.

Tonight, we are not burning a flag we are retiring a symbol of America’s honor, courage, and strength.  

We request all remain silent during this ceremony.

Pause
Color Guard . . . present the colors to be retired.

Rey:
Seven red stripes and six white stripes; together represent the original 13 colonies that gained us liberty.  The red stripes remind us of the lifeblood of brave men and women who were ready to die for this, their country.

Mike:
The white stripes remind us of purity and cleanliness of purpose, thought, word and deed.  The blue is for truth and justice, like the eternal blue of the star-filled heavens.

Greg:
The stars represent the fifty sovereign states of our union.  The American Creed states, “It is my duty to my country to love it, to respect its Constitution, to obey its laws, to respect its flag and to defend it against all enemies”.
Harry:
The U.S. flag should be treated with respect when it’s flying, and should be treated with respect when it’s being retired.
Therefore, we retire this flag in silence as each of us think of those who have worked so hard to protect all that it stands for. 

Harry, Rey, Mike, Greg respectfully place the soiled flag in the fire and stand back  in silence as the flag is  incinerated
Harry:
Four types of wood have been added to this fire.
Rey:
REDWOOD . . . to remind us of the red-blooded Americans who fought and died to build our nation under this flag.

Mike:
OAK . . . for rugged strength that carried the flag across this nation and today reaches for the stars.

Greg:
CEDAR . . . to protect us from pestilence and corruption and preserve our American way of life.

Harry:
WALNUT . . . to remind us of the rich soil, the beautiful countryside and the fruitful brotherhood founded by our ancestors.

Allow Scoutmaster to address the group.

Craig:
Please join me in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.



Troop Attention - - -Scout Salute - - - I pledge allegiance to the flag . . .

Two . . .Color Guard Dismissed.

