"100 Years of Scouting"
One World One Promise
The world-wide scouting movement began when Baden Powell took 20 boys on a camping trip to Brownsea Island from August 1-8, 1907.  That first excursion launched what would become the largest youth movement in the world.  One hundred years later on August 1 2007, scouts around the world joined with the World Jamboree participants to celebrate the 100th anniversary of this event with a Sunrise celebration.  SR917 is the first Wood Badge course in the Heart of Virginia Council since that anniversary date – and it seemed appropriate to recognize that milestone.  

The SR917 course often referenced the origins and world-wide nature of scouting.  The subtitle “One World One Promise” was the theme of the 2007 World Jamboree.  The dove holding an olive leaf found in the lower right-hand corner of the painting is the logo from that Jamboree.  A familiar sketch of Baden Powell is seen on the lower left.
To emphasize the “diverse” and “inclusive” nature of scouting around the world, there are images of six scouts from different countries and continents.  Among this group is a young Iraqi scout – one of 150,000 Iraqi boys and girls currently in a scout program.  
What is common to every scout uniform around the world is the display of the “royal” purple WOSM emblem.  The WOSM logo is a circle of rope with a square knot tied at the bottom - as illustrated in the center of the painting.
On the upper-left hand corner of the painting are the three flags to be flown on Gilwell field for day 6 of this course.  The purple WOSM flag is to be the featured flag.  

The painting’s background is an abstract of a landscape – reddish purple at the bottom to represent the land and hills, rose-colored tree trunks which branch into a canopy of green leaves, a light-yellow sunrise, and a clear blue sky.  Up in a tree, looking over the whole scene is a bear – the Course Director’s patrol critter.
Thank you for committing your time and talents to be a staffer on SR917.  Your servant leadership is an example of what Baden Powell characterized in his final message:
“The real way to get happiness is by giving out happiness to other people. Try and leave this world a little better than you find it and when your turn comes to die, you can die happy in feeling that at any rate, you have not wasted your time, but done your best!”
