Chaplain Aides


Chaplain Aides Meeting Agenda—Day Two

Scheduled time: 12:45pm, concurrent with the Patrol Leaders’ Council Meeting

1.
Welcome

2.
Introductions

3.
Using religiously oriented resources available to course participants

4.
Preparing for the interfaith worship service the morning of day five

5.
Review of assignments, upcoming meetings
6.
Summary
Handouts

Contact information

Roles & responsibilities

Interfaith Worship Services

Graces

Calendar of Religious Dates

Start, Stop, Continue

Inter-Faith Worship Service Planning Worksheet

Other resources available
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Role and Responsibilities of the Patrol Chaplain Aide

In concert with the chaplain aides of the other patrols and with the assistant Scoutmaster assigned to coordinate their efforts, the patrol chaplain aide will:

· Learn what resources are available that can be used for religious observances during the course and make that information available to the rest of the patrol.

· Develop and help present the participants’ Interfaith Worship service.

· Assist in conducting any other religious observances that may arise during the Wood Badge course.

· Set a good example by living up to the Scout Oath and Law.
Participants’ Interfaith Worship Service

The second of the interfaith worship services that occur during a Wood Badge course is organized, planned, and presented by the patrols’ chaplain’s aides. (The first, on day three, will be an instructional service prepared and presented by Wood Badge staff.)

The day five interfaith worship service has these objectives:

· Be a model for conducting an interfaith worship service. It should be well-planned to run crisply, be interesting, and take no more time than necessary.

· Result from the planning and organization of the patrols’ chaplain aides.

· Involve a number of participants in the presentation.

· Draw upon a diversity of resources.

Interfaith Worship Service

Tomorrow morning, the staff members will present an instructional interfaith worship service. Its intent is not to fulfill all of the religious needs of every course participant, but rather to review Scouting’s approach to religious observance, to provide guidance on structuring interfaith worship services for home units, and to explore the opportunities to celebrate diversity.

The Day Three interfaith worship service has these objectives:

· Explore issues that can affect the content and presentation of an interfaith worship service.

· Involve staff members in the presentation.

· Draw upon a diversity of resources.

· Be a model for conducting an interfaith worship service.

Start, Stop, Continue 

Patrol:  Chaplain Aides
	     Start
	What should we put in place to improve? (Some things we should START)



	    Stop
	What is not working? (Some things we should STOP)



	   Continue
	What is working well? (Some things we should CONTINUE)




Graces

In place of the command “Let us pray” more inclusive, nonsectarian ways to invite participation in a blessing include the following statements and invitations: “A Scout is reverent” “Would you join me in prayer?” or “Will you all assume an attitude of prayer?”

Morning Graces

May you walk in Peace,

Live with Love,

Work with Joy, and

May your God go with you.

Gracious Giver of all good, 
Thee we thank for rest and food. 
Grant that all we do or say this day 
will serve others and honor Your name. 
Amen.

Our God, we thank You for the dawn of a new day and for our loving care. 
Help us to be mindful of You as we begin this new day. 
Amen.

Oh God, we thank Thee for thy care through the night and for this new day. 
Help us to be faithful to You in our thoughts, our words, and our deeds this day and always. Amen.

Noon Graces

Mighty God, for this noonday meal 
we would speak the praise we feel. 
Health and strength we have from Thee; 
help us, Lord, to faithful be. 
Amen.

Dear God, help us to see the beautiful things in earth and sky, 
which are tokens of Your love. 
Walk with us in the days we spend together here. 
May the food we eat and all Your blessings help us to better serve You and each other. Amen.

Oh God, as this day continues let us not forget to honor and serve You. 
We thank You for these gifts of Your love. Bless them to our use, and our lives to Your service. Amen.

Evening Graces

Tireless Guardian on our way, 
Thou hast kept us well this day. 
While we thank thee, we ask for your continued care, for forgiveness of our sins, and for rest at the close of a busy day. 
Amen.

Dear God, we thank  You for this day and for Your presence in it. 
Forgive us if we have not made it a better day and help us to be tomorrow what we have failed to be today. 
Amen.

Our God, we thank You for this evening meal. As You have been mindful of us, 
so help us to be mindful of You, 
that we may know and do your will. Amen.

Oh God, You have given us all things to enjoy. We bring our thanks to You at this evening meal. 
Bless us as we eat this food, and keep us mindful of the needs of others. Amen.

Graces for Any Meal

For health and strength and daily food, 
we give Thee thanks, 0 Lord. 
Amen.

For this and all Your mercies, 
Lord, make us grateful.
Amen.

We thank You, God, for this food. 
Bless us as we eat this meal that it may strengthen us for Your service. 
Amen.

Be present at our table, Lord. 
Be here and everywhere adored; 
these mercies bless and grant that we may love, and serve, and honor Thee. 
Amen.

Praised are You, 0 Lord, who provided all with food. 
Amen.

(Philmont Scout Ranch Blessing)
For food, for raiment, 
for life, for opportunity, 
for friendship and fellowship we thank Thee, Oh Lord. 

(Florida Sea Base Blessing)

Bless the creatures of the sea,

Bless the person I call me.

Bless the Keys You made so grand,

Bless the sun that warms the land.

Bless the Fellowship that we feel,

As we gather for this meal.

Amen.

(Northern Tier Blessing)
For food, for raiment, 
for life, for opportunity, 
for sun and rain, 
for lakes and portage trails, 
for friendship and fellowship, 
we thank Thee, Oh Lord. 

Inter-Faith Worship Service Planning Worksheet

Date: Sunday, May 6, 2006 (Day 5 of the course)
Time: Scheduled for 8am (immediately after the Gilwell Field assembly)—30 minutes
Location: T. Brady Saunders Chapel

Leader: 


Helper: 

Helper: 

Helper: 

	Included? Possible Element
	Order #
	Done by
	Title for actual program

	· Processional with flags
	
	
	

	· Call to worship
	
	
	

	· Invocation
	
	
	

	· Opening Hymn
	
	
	

	· Prayer
	
	
	

	· Hymn #2
	
	
	

	· Responsive reading
	
	
	

	· Offering
	
	
	

	· Hymn #3
	
	
	

	· Scripture
	
	
	

	· Meditation
	
	
	

	· Closing prayer
	
	
	

	· Benediction
	
	
	

	· 
	
	
	

	· 
	
	
	

	· 
	
	
	

	· 
	
	
	


Other notes: 
My notes

Grace/prayer opportunities:
Day 1

7am Staff Breakfast:

Help us to be mindful of why we are here.

For we are exactly where we are meant to be.

We’re thankful that all of us have been given touchstones,

Wellpsrings of wisdom, a sense of the Spirit we return to.

Thank you for this opportunity for service.

11:30 Opening Luncheon: Johnny Appleseed
6pm Dinner: Philmont
? campfire:

? staff meeting: 
Day 2
7am Breakfast: Northern Tier
noon Lunch: Seabase
?rockets:

(upcoming) 6pm Dinner:
__________________

?games:

Day 3
7am Breakfast:
__________________
Interfaith Worship Service

noon Lunch:

__________________

4:50pm Safe journey:
Day 4
6:30am Staff Breakfast:

noon Lunch (at Patrol site):

6pm Dinner (at Patrol site):

? participants’ campfire:

? staff meeting:

Day 5
7am Breakfast (at Patrol site):

12:30 bag Lunch (in the field or at Patrol site, after Conservation Project):

6pm Dinner (no staff at Patrol site):

7pm Staff dinner:

Day 6
7am Breakfast (participants at Patrol site):

7am Breakfast (Staff in DH):

12:30 Closing Luncheon (in the DH):

Prior to 4:15 departure:

Religiously Oriented Resources

The assistant Scoutmaster can review the materials available to course participants that may be used to further their understanding of Scouting’s consideration of religious observance.

Interfaith Worship Service

On the morning of Day FIVE, course participants will present an interfaith worship service that they have planned and practiced.

The assistant Scoutmaster can lead the group in a discussion of the framework of an interfaith worship service, what will be expected of the patrols, and a schedule for developing the portions of the interfaith worship service. In addition, the assistant Scoutmaster can direct the chaplain aides to the interfaith worship service planning tools in their Wood Badge participant notebook.

The Day five interfaith worship service should be an outgrowth of discussions among the chaplain aides and should represent input from all interested patrol members. Chaplain aides may also draw upon the religiously oriented resources made available at the Wood Badge course.

Review of Assignments

By the end of the meeting, the chaplain aides should have a clear idea of how they will proceed in organizing the Day Six interfaith worship service. They may wish to determine deadlines for seeking input from patrol members about what to include in the interfaith worship service and may want to write down assignments for preparing specific portions of the service.

The assistant Scoutmaster will provide guidance and suggestions to the chaplain aides as they discuss their duties and form a strategy for preparing the interfaith worship service. However, the chaplain aides should be given the freedom to take the interfaith worship service in directions they feel are most appropriate and should also be allowed to devise and use their own process for coming to a consensus about the contents of the service and the manner in which the service will be presented.

Summary

The assistant Scoutmaster can summarize the meeting by touching on the most important points that have been covered, by reminding the chaplain aides that they should be diligent in fulfilling their assignments, and then by answering any questions that have not already been addressed.
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